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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


The present English translation of Mao Tse 
tung’s Why Can China’s Red Political Power 
Exist?, together with the editor s note, has been 
made from the Chinese text given m the 
second edition of the Selected Works of Mao 
Tse tung, Volume I, published by the People’s 
Pubhshing House, Peking, in July 1952 


Printed in the People’s Republic of China 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


This article, originally entitled “Political Prob 

lems and the Tasks of the Party Organization 
in the Border Area,” 1s part of the resolution 
drawn up for the Second Party Congress of the 
Hunan Kiangsi border area 


Commission on the Publication of 

the Selected Works of Mao Tse 

tung, Central Committee of the 
Chinese Communist Party 
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I 
THE INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION 


The present regime of the new Kuomintang warlords 
is still a regime of the comprador class in the cities 
and the landed gentry in the country side, a regime 
which has in foreign affairs capitulated to imperialism 
and at home replaced old warlords with new ones, and 
has subjected the working class and peasantry to an 
economic exploitation and a political oppression even 
more ruthless than before The bourgeois-democratic 
revolution which started from Kwangtung was only 
halfway through when the comprador class and the 
landed gentry usurped its leadership and immediately 
switched it onto the road of counter revolution, 
throughout the country the workers, the peasantry, 
other sections of the common people, and even the 
bourgeoisie! have remained under the counter 


1 Meaning the national bourgeoisie For a detailed account 
of the distinction between this class and the big comprador bour 
geouie see On the Tactics of Fighting Japanese Imperialism, and 
The Chinese Revolution and the Chinese Communist Party. 
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revolutionary rule and obtained not the least particle 
of political or economic liberation 


Before their capture of Peking and Tientsin, the 
four cliques of the new Kuomintang warlords—Chiang 
khan shek, the Kwangsi warlords, Feng Yu hsiang, and 
Yen Hsi shan! formed a temporary alliance against 
Chang Tso lin? After their capture of Peking and 
Tientsin, this alliance immediately broke up and 
changed into a btter struggle, and a war 1s even 
brewing between the Chiang and the Kwangs! cliques 
The contradictions and struggles among the various 
cliques of warlords in China reflect the contradictions 
and struggles among the various imperialist powers 
Therefore, as long as China 1s divided up among the 
imperialist powers, the various cliques of warlords 
cannot under any circumstances come to a compromise 
and whatever compromises there might be would onlv 
be temporary Within the temporary compromise of 
today an even bigger war 1s brewing for tomorrow 


1These four cliques of warlords fought together against 
Chang Tso lin and occupied Peking and Tientsin in June 1928 


2 Head of the Fengtien clique of warlords and one time 
ruler of Chinas Northeast which was then divided into the 
three provinces of Fengtien Kirin and Hetlungkiang Defeat 
ing Wu Pei fu in 1924 Chang became the predominant warlord 
im northern China In 1926 he and Wu came to terms and jointly 
occupied Pekimg In June 1928 he was defeated by the four 
ehques of warlords mentioned in the text and was forced to 
retreat to the Northeast On the way he was killed 1m the train 
by a bomb planted by the Japanese imperialists despite that he 
had always been their obedient jackal 


China 1s 1n urgent need of a bourgeois democratic 
revolution, and this revolution can be completed only 
under the leadership of the proletariat. In the rev 
olution of 1926 27 which started from Kwangtung 
and spread towards the Yangtse River, because the 
proletariat was not firm m asserting the leadership, 
the comprador class and the landed gentry seized hold 
of it and turned the revolution into a counter 
revolution The bourgeois democratic revolution thus 
met with a temporary defeat The defeat meant a 
serious blow to the Chinese proletariat and peasantry 
and also a blow to the Chinese bourgeoisie (not the 
comprador class and the landed gentry) Yet in the 
last few months organized strikes by the workers m 
the cities and insurrections by the peasants 1n the 
country side have developed both 1n the North and 
the South under the leadership of the Communist 
Party Owing to hunger and cold, soldiers in the 
armies of the warlords are seething with great dis 
content Meanwhile the bourgeoisie, prompted by 
the clique headed by Wang Ching we and Chen Kung 
po, 1s pushing forward a reformist movement! of 


1 Although the national bourgeoisie had followed Chiang 
Kai shek in his counter revolutionary coup détat of 1927 a 
section of it, in its own interest, gradually formed an opposi 
tion to the Chiang regime after the Japanese occupation of 
Tsinan (see Note on Tsinan Massacre on page 4) and Chiang s 
disgraceful compromise with the Japanese The opportunist 
counter revolutionary group headed by Wang Ching wei and 
Chen Kung po was active in this opposition movement and be- 
came known as the Reorganizers” within the Kuomintang 


considerable proportions 1n various districts along the 
sea coast and the Yangtse River This movement 
constitutes a new development 


The content of China’s democratic revolution, ac 
cording to the directives of the Third International 
and the Party Centre, includes overthrowing the rule 
in China of imperialism and its tools, the warlords, 
so as to complete the national revolution, and carry 
ing out the agrarian revolution so as to eliminate the 
feudal exploitation of the peasants by the landed 
gentry The movement for carrying out such a rev 
olution has been actually developing with every 
passing day since the Tsinan Massacre! in May 1928 


I 


REASONS FOR THE EMERGENCE AND 
EXISTENCE OF CHINA’S RED 
POLITICAL POWER? 


The phenomenon that within a country one or several 
small areas under Red political power should exist for 


1 With the backing of Anglo American imperialism Chiang 
Kai shek proceeded north in 1928 to attack Chang Tso ln To 
check Anglo American influence from spreading northward, 
Japanese imperialism dispatched an expeditionary force to 
occupy Tsinan, capital of Shantung thereby cutting off the trunk 
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a long time amid the encirclement of White political 
power 1s one that has never been found elsewhere 1n 
the world There are peculiar reasons for this un 
usual phenomenon It can exist and develop only 
under certain conditions Furst, it cannot occur in 
any imperialist country or in any colony under direct 


railway Ime connecting Tientsin and Pukow On May 8 the 
Japanese aggressors occupied Tsinan and slaughtered large num 
bers of Chinese This is known as the “Tsinan Massacre ’ 


2 The organizational form of Chinas Red political power was 
similar to that of soviet political power A soviet is a repre 
sentative council, first introduced as a form of political power 
by the Russian working class during the revolution of 1905 
Lenin and Stalin on the basis of Marxist theory, drew the con 
clusion that a soviet republic is the most suitable form of polit 
ical organization for a society in the transitional period from 
capitalism to sociahsm During the October Revolution in 1917 
a socialist soviet republic under the leadership of the Bolshevik 
Party of Lenin and Stalin, came into being for the first time 
in the hostory of the world After the defeat of the 1927 revolu 
thon im China, the representative council was adopted as the 
form of the peoples political power in the revolutionary mass 
uprisings with Comrade Mao Tse tung at their head and under 
the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party At the present 
stage of the Chinese revolution, however such political power 
differs in nature from the political power of the proletarian 
dictatorship of the Soviet Union in that it is the anti imperi 
alist, anti feudal democratic dictatorship of the people a 
dictatorship under the leadership of the proletariat during the 
New Democratic revolution. 


imperialist rule,! but can occur only 1n such an 
economically backward, semi-colonial country as 
China which 1s under indirect imperialist rule For 
this unusual phenomenon can occur only in conjunction 
with another unusual phenomenon, namely, the war 
fare within the White regime A characteristic of 
semi colonial China 1s that, since the first year of the 


1 As a result of the new world situation Comrade Mao 
Tse tungs view on the question of colonies under direct im 
perialist rule is now different from the one he held in 1928 
During the Second World War a number of colonial countries 
in the Far East formerly held by such imperialist powers as 
Britain the United States France and the Netherlands came 
under Japanese occupation Led by the Communist Parties 
there the workers peasants, the urban petty bourgeoisie, and 
members of the national bourgeoisie taking advantage of the 
contradictions between British, American French and Dutch 
imperialism on the one hand and Japanese imperialism on the 
other organized a broad united front against fascist aggression, 
established ant: Japanese bases, and firmly carried on an anti 
Japanese guerrilla war Thus the political situation in all these 
colonies began to change When Japanese imperialism was 
driven out at the end of the Second World War American 
British French and Dutch imperialism attempted to reassert 
their authority With armed units of considerable strength 
formed during the War of Resistance to Japanese Aggression 
the colonial peoples would not submit again to the yoke Fur 
thermore, the whole system of world imperialism is on its last 
legs as a result of the growing might of the Soviet Union, the 
downfall or decline of all imperialist powers in the course of 
the war with the exception of the United States, and the break 
down of the imperialist front m China as a result of the vic 
tory of the Chinese revolution Thus, just as the Chinese peo- 
ple have done all or at least some of the colonial peoples in 
the Far East can hold for an extended period big or small base 


Republic,! the various cliques of old and new warlords, 
supported by imperiahsm from abroad and by the 
comprador class and the landed gentry at home, have 
waged incessant wars against one another Such 
phenomenon 1s found neither in any of the imperialist 
countries of the world, nor in any colony under direct 
imperialist rule, but only in a country like China which 
ig under indirect imperialist rule Two things account 
for its occurrence, namely, localized agricultural 
economy (instead of unified capitalist economy) and 
the imperialist policy of division and exploitation by 
marking off spheres of influence The prolonged 
splits and wars within the White regime provide the 
condition that one or several small Red areas under 
the leadership of the Communist Party can emerge 
and hold out amid the encirclement of the White 
political power The Hunan Kiangsi: border area, 
with its independent regime, 1s one of many such 
small areas In difficult or critical times some com 
rades often have doubts about the survival of such 
Red political power and fall into pessimism This 18 
because they have not found the correct explanation of 
the emergence and existence of such Red political 
power If only we realize that splits and wars are 
incessant within the White regime in China, we shall 


areas and revolutionary regimes, carry on a protracted revolu 
tionary war to encircle the cities from the country-side, and 
proceed gradually to take over the cities and win nation wide 
victory in their respective countries 


1That is, 1912 Nandyala Sreenivasa Red 
(EX ML: 
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have no doubt about the emergence, existence, and 
daily growth of the Red political power Secondly, 
the places where China’s Red political power first 
emerges and can last long are not those unaffected by 
the democratic revolution, lke Szechuan, Kweichow, 
Yunnan, or the northern provinces, but those hke the 
provinces of Hunan, Kwangtung, Hupeh, and Kiangsi 
where, 1n the course of the bourgeois democratic rev 
olution of 1926 27, the masses of workers, peasants, 
and soldiers once rose in great numbers) In manv 
paits of these provinces vast organizations of trade 
unions and peasants’ associations were formed and 
many economic and political struggles were waged by 
the working class and peasantry against the landlords, 
the landed gentry, and the bourgeoisie That 1s why 
a people’s city government was set up in Canton and 
lasted three days and peasants’ independent regimes 
once existed in Haifeng and Lufeng, in eastern and 
southern Hunan, in the Hunan hiangsi border area, 
and in Huangan, Hupeh! As to the present Red 
Arm}, it too 1s a split off from the National Revolu 


1 These refer to the first series of counter attacks which the 
people under Communist leadership launched in various places 
against the forces of counter revolution after Chiang Kai shek 
and Wang Ching we: successively turned traitor to the revolu 
tion in 1927 In Canton the workers and revolutionary soldiers 
jointly staged an uprising and set up a peoples political power 
on December 11 1927 They fought bitterly against the counter 
revolutionary forces directly supported by imperialism and 
failed only because the disparity in strength was too great. 
Peasants in Haifeng and Lufeng along the eastern coast of 


tionary Army which underwent democratic political 
training and imbibed the influence of the masses of 
workers and peasants Such elements as may make 
up the Red Army certainly cannot yet come from 
armies lke those under Yen Hs: shan and Chang Tso- 
ln, which have not 1n the least undergone democratic 
political training or imbibed the influence of the work 
ers and peasants Thirdly, whether the people’s 
political power in small areas can last long depends 
on whether the nation wide revolutionary situation 
continues to develop If 1t does, then not only will 
the small Red areas undoubtedly last long, but they 
will mevitably become one of the many forces for 
winning nation wide political power If the nation 
wide revolutionary situation does not continue to 
develop but remains stagnant for quite some time, then 


Kwangtung had started a powerful revolutionary movement 
during 1923 25 under the Communist leader Peng Pai, when the 
National Revolutionary Army based in Canton carried out its 
two victorious eastward expeditions against the renegade Chen 
Chiung ming it received great help from this peasant move 
ment After Chiang Kai sheks betrayal of the revolution on 
Apml 12 1927 these peasants staged three uprisings in April, 
September and October and established a revolutionary regime 
which held out until Aprml 1928 In eastern Hunan too, the 
peasants captured the area embracing the counties of Liuyang 
Pingchiang Liling and Chuchou in September 1927 Mean 
while tens of thousands of peasants rose in the Hsiaokan 
Macheng Huangan area in northeastern Hupeh and occupied 
the county town of Huangan for over thirty days In January 
1928 peasants in the counties of Yichang Chenhsien, Leiyang 
Yunghsing and Tsehsing 1n southern Hunan also rose in revolt 
and maintained a revolutionary regime for three months 


it will be impossible for the small Red areas to last 
long At present, the revolutionary situation m China 
continues to develop along with the continuous splits 
and wars within the comprador class and the landed 
gentry at home as well as within the international 
bourgeoisie Thus not only can the small Red areas 
undoubtedly last long, but they will continue to develop 
and approach daily nearer the goal of winning nation 
wide political power Fourthly, the existence of a 
regular Red Army of adequate strength 1s a necessary 
condition for the existence of the Red political power 
If we have only Red guards! of a local character but 
no regular Red Army, then we can only deal with 
the house to house militia? but not the regular White 
troops Therefore, unless we have regular armed 
forces of adequate strength, even though we have won 
the mass support of the workers and peasants, we 
certainly cannot create an independent regime, let 
alone an independent regime that lasts long and devel 
ops daily Hence “a workers’ and peasants’ aimed 
independent regime” 1s an important idea to be fully 
brought home to the Communist Party and the masses 
of workers and peasants in areas under the indepen 


1 Popular armed units in the revolutionary bases whose 
members continued to follow their customary employment. 

2 The house to house militia was one of the armed forces 
in the country-side It was so named because almost every 
household was obliged to send people into it. After the defeat 
of the revolution in 1927, the militia was taken over by the 
landlords and im many places was turned into the armed force 
of the counter revolution 
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dent regime Fifthl,, another important condition 
besides those mentioned above 1s required for the pro- 
longed existence and development of the Red political 
power, namely, that the Communist Party 1s strongly 
organized and commits no mistakes 1n policy 


Hil 


THE INDEPENDENT REGIME IN THE HUNAN 
KIANGSI BORDER AREA AND THE 
AUGUST FIASCO 


Sphts and wars among the warlords weaken the 
power of the White regime Thus the Red political 
power 18 given an opportunity to emerge in small 
areas But the warfare among the warlords does not 
go on every dav When the White regime in one or 
several provinces enjoys temporary stability, the 
ruling classes there will inevitably combine to exter 
minate the Red political power with might and main 
In areas where the necessary conditions for its 
establishment and maintenance are not fully present, 
the Red political power 1s 1n danger of being over 
thrown by the enemy’ This 1s the reason why many 
Red regimes that emerged at opportune moments be 
fore last Apml in places hke Canton, Haifeng and 
Lufeng, the Hunan Kiangs: border area, southern 
Hunan, Liling, and Huangan were destroved one after 
another bv the White political power The establish 
ment of the independent regime in the Hunan Kiangs1 


ll 


border area after April coincided with the spell of 
stability enjoved by the ruling power 1n the South, 
the Hunan and Kiangsi provincial governments 
usually dispatched eight or nine or more regiments, 
sometimes as many as elghteen, to “annihilate” us 
Yet with a force of less than four regiments we fought 
the enemy for as long as four months, daily expand 
ing the territory under our independent regime, daly 
deepening the agrarian revolution, daily extending the 
organization of the people’s political power, and daily 
strengthening the Red Army and the Red guards— 
this was precisely because the policies of the Com 
munist Party (the local Party organization and the 
Party organization 1n the army) 1n the Hunan Kiangsi 
border area were correct At that time, the policies 
of the Special Committee and the Army Committee of 
the Party were as follows Struggle resolutely against 
the enemy, set up a regime in the middle section of 
the Lohsiao mountain range,'! and oppose flight ism, 
deepen the agrarian revolution in areas under the inde- 
pendent regime, promote the development of the local 
Party organization through the help of the Party or 
ganization in the army and the development of the 
local armed forces through the help of the regular 
army, concentrate the Red Army to fight the enemy 
confronting 1t at opportune moments, and oppose the 
division of the forces in order to avoid being smashed 


1A big mountain range along the Hunan Kiangsi border 
The Chingkang Mountains are in its middle section. 
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separately by the enemy, and adopt the policy of ad 
vancing 1n a series of waves for the expansion of the 
area under the independent regime and oppose the 
policy of venturesome advance Thanks to these ap 
propriate policies, plus a terrain favourable to struggle 
and the absence of proper co-ordination between the 
invading troops from Hunan and those from Kiangsi, 
we were able to win a number of victories in the four 
months from April to July Although the enemy was 
several times stronger, he failed not only to destioy 
the independent regime but even to prevent its daily 
expansion, and this independent regime tended to 
exert a daily increasing influence on Hunan and 
Kiangsi Provinces The August fiasco was entirely 
due to the fact that a section of our comrades, not 
realizing that the period was one 1n which the ruling 
classes enjoyed temporary stability but adopting on 
the contrary a strategy applicable 1n the period of 
political splits among the ruling classes, divided up 
the forces for a venturesome advance and courted de 
feat 1n both the border area and southern Hunan 
Comrade Tu Hsiu-ching, representative of the Hunan 
Provincial Committee of the Party, who ignored the 
prevailing situation and disregarded the resolutions 
of the joint conference of the Special Committee, the 
Army Committee, and the Yunghsin County Com 
mittee, cared only for carrying out mechanically the 
Hunan Provincial Committee’s order and seconded 
the proposal of the Twenty ninth Regiment of the Red 
Army to escape from the struggle and return home, 
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his mistake was indeed exceedingly grave This 
disastrous situation was saved onlv because after 
September the Special Committee and the Army Com 
mittee took steps to rectifv the mistake 


IV 


THE ROLE OF THE INDEPENDENT REGIME OF 
THE HUNAN KIANGSI BORDER AREA IN 
HUNAN, HUPEH, AND KIANGSI 


The significance of the workers’ and _ peasants’ 
armed independent regime in the Hunan Kiangsi 
border area, with Ningkang as its centre, 1s definitely 
not confined to the counties in the border area, such 
an independent regime will also be of great signif 
icance in the process of seizing political power in 
Hunan, Hupeh, and Kiangsi through the insurrection 
of the workers and peasants in these three provinces 
To extend the influence of the border area’s agrarian 
revolution and the people’s political power to the lower 
valleys of the principal rivers in Hunan and Kiangsi 
and even to Hupeh, to daily expand the Red Army and 
enhance its quality through struggle so that it can 
fulfil its requisite missions in the coming general in 
surrection of the three provinces, to expand the local 
armed forces in the counties—the Red guards and the 
workers’ and peasants’ insurrection corps—and en 
hance their quality so that they can fight the house 
to house militia and small armed forces at the present 
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time and safeguard the political power of the border 
area in the future, and to make local work less and 
less dependent upon the Red Army for the supply of 
personnel until the border area can have its own per 
sonnel to take charge of the work and even provide 
personnel for the Red Army and the expanded terri 
tory of the independent regime—all these are extreme- 
ly important tasks for the Party orgamization 1n the 
border area 1n developing an insurrection in the three 
provinces 


v 
THE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 


Amid the encirclement of White forces, serious 
problems have arisen because of shortage of dally 
necessaries for the army and the people and shortage 
of cash_ Since last year, because of the enemy’s tight 
blockade, daily necessaries like salt, cloth, and medi 
cine have at all times been quite scarce and dear in 
the area under the independent regime, and this has 
caused discomfort, sometimes to an extreme degree, 
to the masses of workers, peasants, and the petty 
bourgeoisie,! as well as the soldiers of the Red Army 


1 Referring to people other than the peasants—handicrafts 
men, small merchants, professional people, and petty bourgeois 
intellectuals Though chiefly found in the cities such social 
elements are also present in the country side in quite large 
numbers See also Mao Tse tungs “Analysis of the Classes in 
Chinese Society” 
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The Red Army has at one and the same time to fight 
the enemy and to provision itself It finds itself even 
lacking the daily cash allowance for the food subsidy 
of five cents per head which 1s provided in addition to 
grain, many soldiers have fallen 111 of malnutrition, 
and the wounded in the hospitals are suffering even 
more Such difficulties are of course unavoidable be- 
fore the seizure of nation wide political power, yet it 
18 a@ pressing need to overcome them to some extent, 
to improve somewhat our living conditions, and, above 
all, to secure relatively sufficient supplies for the Red 
Army If the Party in the border area cannot find 
adequate economic measures, then, under the condition 
that the enemy’s rule remains stable for quite some 
time, the independent regime will come up against 
great difficulties An adequate solution of the eco- 
nomic problems certainly deserves the attention of 
every Party member 


VI 


THE PROBLEM OF MILITARY BASES 


The Party organization in the border area has 
another task, namely, the consolidation of the two 
military bases at the Five Big and Small Wells! and 


1 The ‘Five Wells is synonymous with the Chingkang 
Mountains It consists of the rural communities of Big Well, 
Small Well, Upper Well Middle Well and Lower Well Yung 
hsin Ningkang and Suichuan are in western Kiangsi, Linghsien 
is in eastern Hunan 
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Chiulung The mountain district of the Five Big and 
Small Wells at the juncture of the four counties of 
Yunghsin, Linghsien, Ningkang, and Suichuan, and 
the Chiulung mountain district at the juncture of the 
counties of Yunghsin, Ningkang, Chaling, and 
Lienhua'—both districts being in a commanding pos) 
tion topographically, especially the district of the Five 
Big and Small Wells where the masses support us and 
the terrain 1s highly strategic—are not only important 
military bases of the border area at the present time, 
but will remain such im the future development of the 
insurrection 1n the three provinces of Hunan, Hupeh, 
and Kiangsi The ways to consolidate them are first, 
to build strong fortifications, second, to store up 
sufficient foodstuffs, and third, to establish better Red 
Army hospitals The Party organization in the 
border area must strive to do a really good job along 
these lines 


October 5, 1928 


1Chalhng is in Hunan Lienhua like Yunghsin and Ning 
kang, is in Kiangsi 
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